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Afifi Shriners 

invites you to the 129th 

Afifi Shrine Open Installation of Officers 

 

Saturday, the fourteenth of January 

Two thousand and seventeen 

at noon 

 

The Gibson House Event Center 

221 N Tower Ave, Centralia, WA 

(above O’Blarney’s Irish Pub) 

 

A no-host lunch and bar will be offered at  

noon followed by the Installation of Officers 

at 1:oo p.m.  (lunch will be a Pasta Bar for $12.o0) 

 

The annual Afifi Shrine Business Meeting will 

be held at 11 am at the same location 

(Shriners only) 

 

The dress is coat and tie for Afifi members. 

All others business casual. 

 

Please respond by December 29, 2016 to 

afifishrine@gmail.com 

or 360-773-8658 

Kenneth Keesler 

Potentate 



I wish to begin by thanking the Nobles that attended the De-

cember Stated meeting for electing me as your new Potentate.  

It is an honor to serve this storied institution and I will do my 

best to make 2017 a successful year.  I also extend congratula-

tions to the Nobles that were also elected.  I look forward to 

working with you and the appointed Divan and Clubs and 

Units leaders.  Please join us at our Annual Meeting and In-

stallation of Officers on January 14th in Centralia. 

As a Shrine temple, Afifi has only two responsibilities:  to pro-

vide its members with meaningful, fun activities and to sup-

port our hospitals and patients.  That’s it.  Nothing more.  But, 

of course, those two responsibilities require a lot of time and 

planning.  In this issue of the Afifi News you will find our 2017 

calendar.  By establishing a one-year calendar, the Divan can start planning every event 

early and you can make your plans to participate in as many functions as you can this 

year.  You will notice that the calendar includes several hospitality rooms at several 

Grand Sessions/Assemblies/Communications, etc.  We want to show the whole mason-

ic community what the Shrine is all about and spread that masonic fellowship.  So 

please consider helping out.  There are a lot of events in our jurisdiction that are not on 

the calendar.  Several will be planned and attended by our clubs and units.  I will be 

working with them to get their 2017 calendars established and published immediately 

so you can plan for those as well. 

We are in year 3 of our Strategic Long Range Plan.  We are near where the plan said we 

should be at this time.  As is required of such a plan, the Divan will be evaluating and 

adjusting the plan and defining the 2 years of goals that will extend the plan for another 

5 years. 

Our ladies are a very important part of our future.  Yes, this is a men’s fraternity and 

yes, our ladies are glad to get rid of us for a few hours every month, but we should want 

to create many quality events that would include our ladies.  If they want to help, let 

them.  They can sell raffle tickets while we march in the parades.  If they and our kids 

want to be in the parade with us, we will make that happen.  They will bring a fresh per-

spective and new ideas to help us attract and retain new members.  Imperial has said 

quite clearly, families are the future of the Shrine (and Freemasonry).  With the help of 

my lady, Johanna, we will be leading this effort. 

Finally, just about all of you have been a Shriner longer than I have.  That means I did-

n’t get to experience Afifi when it had 3,000 members.  I don’t have history to guide me 

or to warn me.  I only have my leadership experience in several other organizations and 

companies.  So understand I may do some things a little differently than past Poten-

tates.  I will step on some toes, not to agitate but through ignorance.  Therefore, your 

reminders “in the most friendly manner” will always be appreciated.  But I also have a 

very clear vision for our future.  It is in the Strategic Plan.   

Ray Zimmerman  

Ray Zimmerman 

Chief Rabban 



2017 Budget 
In this issue is the 2017 approved budget.  We had some good conversation about the 

budget at the December meeting.  One issue, in particular, I feel requires a little more 

explanation:  the Afifi News.  There was a lot of pushback on the idea of charging a 

subscription fee for the printed copy.  We currently issue it via email.  Nobles men-

tioned that in the previous Afifi Bylaws, the dues included a printed copy to all mem-

bers.  Well, let’s look back, shall we. 

The previous Bylaws were approved in April of 2011.  That year Afifi had 645 temple 

dues-paying members (does not include life members) paying temple dues of $139 

each.  (Total dues including per capita and hospital were $159.)  Temple dues received 

was $89,655.  For 2017, we have 329 temple dues-paying members paying temple 

dues of $89 for a total of $29,281.  That is a difference of $60,374. 

Just sending out the News to the 120 members that don’t have email still costs be-

tween $4,500 - $5,000 per year.  Our annual fundraising supplements the dues in-

come, but looking at the list, there is nothing frivolous in the budget.  This is bare 

bones.  We simply can’t afford it.  Of course, if we raised our dues back to the $139 lev-

el, that would generate $16,450.  I don’t plan to raise the dues. 

 

(See page 4 and 5 for the budget) 







Afifi Temple Officers - 2016 
          

Kenneth Keesler Potentate   
Ray Zimmermann Chief Rabban  
Edward C. Woods Assistant Rabban  
Dale Vrsalovich  High Priest & Prophet  
Ross Retzlaff  Oriental Guide 
Ben Schatz  Treasurer 
Douglas Baker Recorder 
 

Appointed Divan 

Rory Johnson  1st Ceremonial Master  
Billy Wolfe   2nd Ceremonial Master 
Larry Newsham    Director of Units 
Gerald Burg          Marshal 
Don Varo        Captain of the Guard 
Ryan Wright Outer Guard 
Joe McAlister Chaplain 
Hugh D. Ford Ambassador 
Rod Mason    Ambassador 
Snuffy Smith  Treasurer Aide 
Steve Livingston Exec. Potentate Aide 
Damien Kolb  Aide 

 

Afifi Board of Directors 
Kenneth Keesler, Potentate/Chair 

Ray Zimmerman 
Edward C. Woods 

Dale Vrsalovich 
Ross Retzlaff 
Ben Schatz 

Douglas Baker 
 

Membership Chairman 
Sam Lantow 

 
Fundraising Chairmen 

I.S. Kenneth Keesler & Billy Wolfe 
 

Hospital Representatives 
Portland Hospital - Board of Governors 

Ray McDermott 
IS Keith Christensen 

Rory Johnson 
 

Hospital Representatives Emeritus 
Hon. Richard Brosey – George Mohoric, DDS 
IS W. Brandt Bede MD – IS Douglas A. Baker 

IS Joe Devish – IS Barry Bede 
 

Afifi - Hospital Admittance Chairman 
Ill & Distressed Chairman 
Public Relations Chairman 

Douglas A. Baker 
 

Cord Anderson Ambassador to Al Kader 
Dusty Rhoades Ambassador to Elf Khurafeh 

Get an Early Jump  

on Your 2018 Dues   

 

You don't have to wait until you receive 
your 2018 dues notices.  Feel free to send 
a monthly check for $12.40 for 10 months 

(Jan - Oct) to our mailing address.   

If you wish to include the News subscrip-
tion, the monthly amount would be 

$15.40.  

Sickness and Distress 

 

Just before Thanksgiving, IS Doug Baker’s home was burglarized.  They took every-

thing of value, even his pickup to haul it all away.  Our thoughts and prayers are with 



Afifi News 
Published by Afifi Shrine 

Shriners International 
253-565-2055 

astemple@qwestoffice.net 
 

815 South Vassault St. 
Tacoma WA 98465-2097 

 

Web Site: www.afifishrine.org 
 

Afifi News Editor 
Edward C. Woods 

 

Afifi News Publisher 
Advertising Manager 

I.S. Ken Keesler 
 

Technology Chairmen 
Edward C. Woods 
Ray Zimmerman 

 

Publishing Deadline 
When submitting articles for  

the Afifi News, please adhere to 
our deadline of the 10th of the month 

preceding the publication month. 
Article must be submitted with WORD,  

send photo’s separately please include a caption. 
afifinews@47problem.com 

 
 

Shrine Club Meetings 
Columbia River Shrine Club – 4th Thursday 

Gateway Shrine Club – 3rd Friday 
Grays Harbor Shrine Club – 2nd Friday 

Lewis County Shrine Club – 2nd Thursday 
Thurston-Mason County Shrine Club – 4th Friday 

Afifi Yacht Club – 3rd Wednesday 
 

Unit Meetings 
Antiques & Classics – 2nd Monday 

Clowns – 2nd Thursday 
SW WA Clowns – 4th Mondays 

Greeters – 4th Thursday 
Legion of Honor – Quarterly 

Oriental Band – 2nd & 4th Sundays 
Pipes & Drums – 1st & 3rd Sundays 

Provo Guard – 2nd Tuesday 
Ritual Section – 1st Thursday  

Afifi Club & Unit Meetings  

There are 15 Afifi Clubs and Units, each meet independently, their time and place  

may vary depending on the month and other organization’s events. If you would  

like to attend a meeting, contact the person listed below to confirm the Club/Unit 

schedule.  

Afifi Clubs: (Members Generally meet by County location)  

Columbia River Shrine Club (Longview/Kelso)............Dewey Rexford 360-636-5439  

Gateway Shrine Club (Vancouver).............................Ray Zimmerman 360-773-8658  

Grays Harbor Shrine Club (Hoquiam).........................I.S. Doug Bates 360-532-3190  

Lewis County Shrine Club (Centralia)........................Clank Robbins 360-736-5860  

Thurston/Mason Shrine Club (Olympia).....................Richard Groff  360-888-0199 

Afifi Yacht Club (Tacoma)...........................................I.S. Barry Bede 253-318-2122  

Afifi Units: (Members generally meet because of a common interest)  

Antiques and Classics (Cars not members) ....................Ben Schatz 360-943-3596  

Clowns (Tacoma) ................................................ Daryl McLaughlin 253-531-1294  

Directors Staff (Second Section of the Ceremonial)........Ross Retzlaff 360-481-3817  

South West WA Clowns...................................................James Cobb 360-835-5449  

Greeters...............................................................................Al Leavitt 253-752-5903  

Legion of Honor (Former Military Members)...........I.S. Ralph Cristler 253-846-5912  

Oriental Band................................................................I.S. John Brett 253-265-3870  

Provo Guard ..................................................................David Strous 360-802-0670  

Ritual.....................................................................................Tom Dow253-507-4844  

Click here AFIFI SHRINE to find us on Facebook 

Do you want a paper copy of the Afifi News? 
Starting in 2017, we will be offering a subscription to the Afifi News 

The annual subscription is $30 per year for 10 monthly issues 

Only subscribers will receive a paper copy, all others are emailed 

Send your check to PO Box 1433, Battle Ground, WA  98604  

https://www.facebook.com/AfifiShrine?ref=bookmarks


AFIFI TEMPLE  
PO Box 1433 

Battle Ground, WA 98604  


